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by Malcolm Brantz,  
LRC Director 
 
Welcome to new and returning 
students. 
 

Our theme this year is “Students at your Li-
brary.” No, this is not a typo. We in the ACC 
Library view the facility as belonging to the 
faculty, students and staff. We are here to assist 

 

Director’s message  

Welcome back to a new year at ACC 

 
 

In this issue: 
 
Library saved from  
intruders...2 
Check out a laptop...3 
Missing books...4 
Library catalog returns 
to 1st floor...4 
 

 

you in using the Library’s resources. 
 
If you are a new student, you probably don’t 
know that not long ago we would not allow 
any food or drinks to come in through the 
door. Now you can bring in food and 
drinks—our only stipulation is that you not 
eat or drink while at the computers. 
 

(Continued on page 4) 

This publication 
is available in 
alternate formats  
upon request 

  

  

 Weber Center 
 for Learning Resources 

ACC online Library catalog gets a jazzy new look: 
It’s the user friendly AquaBrowser 

by Ed Sadowski, Librarian 
 
It’s unlike any OPAC 
(Online Public Access 
Catalog) you’ve ever seen. 
Finding books in the ACC 
Library is as easy as using 

Google. The developers of our new   
AquaBrowser Library catalog crow that it’s 
even better than Google.  
 

AquaBrowser works like a super-
intelligent search engine to help you find 
exactly what you’re looking for. Type in 
your search words and AquaBrowser 
dishes out a richness of possibilities that 
makes it quicker and easier to find what 
you’re researching. 
 
In front of your eyes will be a listing of 
relevant “hits” that match your keywords, 

(Continued on page 4) 

Our annual report reflects another great year 
at the Weber Center for Learning Resources 

by Ed Sadowski, Librarian 
 
The 2005-06 academic year flew by with lots 
of activity and changes, all in all an interest-
ing and eventful year. 
 
The Learning Resource Center (LRC) saw 
some long-time staffers departing. Earlier in 
the year, Karla Nuzman, Circulation Man-
ager, retired. The end of our Spring Semester 
had Librarian Cori Swanson leaving for Illi-
nois. Near the end of the summer, Technical 
Services head Martin Leuthauser announced 
his move to the University of Colorado at 
Boulder. On the plus side, Lisa Grabowski 
has been a most pleasant addition to the LRC 
as our Public Services Librarian. In addition, 
we have added pro-tech assistant Daryle 
Schneider. 
 
We would be remiss to not mention our valu-

able student assistants, the “glue” that holds 
together the daily operations of the Library, 
the Media Center and the Open Computer 
Lab. The student workers come and go 
through the revolving door, and just as the 
staff gets attached to the varied and memora-
ble personalities, it’s graduation time and 
new faces fill the places of those who have 
left. 
 
Besides people changes, the LRC has seen 
operational changes that impact how the re-
sources and services are used by patrons. 
Most notably, the audio-visual collection in 
the Media Center has been integrated into the 
Library catalog, and the DVDs and videos 
have been moved to the Library Circulation 
Desk for checkout. Some old videos and his-
toric books on Colorado have been moved to 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Hours of Operation—Fall Semester 
Library, Media Center and 

Open Computer Lab 
 

Library  
Mon–Thu: 7:30 a.m.–9 p.m…Fri: 7:30 a.m.–5 p.m.  
Sat: 9 a.m.–2 p.m...Sun: 1–5 p.m. 
 

Media Center 
Mon–Thu: 8 a.m.–9 p.m…Fri: 8 a.m.–5 p.m. 
Sat: 9–2 p.m. 
 

Open Computer Lab 
Mon–Thu: 8 a.m.–9 p.m…Fri: 8 a.m.–5 p.m.  
Sat: 9 a.m.–2 p.m...Sun: 1–5 p.m. 

Quick action saves Library from intruders 

  

 Weber Center 
 for Learning Resources 

by Ed Sadowski, Librarian 
 
It was a dark and not too stormy Thursday night. All was 
quiet and peaceful in the ACC Library. 
 

The peace and tranquility was broken by a startling discov-
ery by Library student assistant Simon Maghakyan. Simon 
stumbled onto a gang of invaders on the lower level of the 
Library. 
 

“There were a lot of them,” Simon shud-
ders as he recalls the incident. 
 

It was a flagrant security breach. In the 
aftermath of September 11, when nerves 
are still frayed and society is living on the 
edge of uncertainty, quick action had to be 
taken. But panic had to be avoided. The 
safety of the public was at stake. 
 

Simon and Nighttime Supervisor Lynnette 
Harris acted calmly, exercising due dili-
gence, calling the campus police. Within minutes two offi-
cers rushed to the scene of the breach on the first floor of 
the Library. 
 

As President Bush has reminded us so many times, we are 
in a new war now with a whole new set of rules and be-
haviors. The campus police had never before been con-
fronted by this enemy’s tactics. The enemy was using a 
cell group with swarm intelligence—the collective behav-
ior of independent agents, each responding to local stimuli 
without supervision. 
 
Faced with these unconventional enemy tactics, the police 

abandoned standard operating procedures. Novel and drastic 
action was needed. Would there be “arrests” in the normal 
sense of the term? Would reading Miranda rights be relevant or 
called for? 
 

The answer was, No.  
 

It was decided to call the custodial crew. Two custodians ar-
rived quickly. The custodians assured everyone that the 
situation was under control. Calm would be restored. 
The safety and well-being of all patrons was affirmed. 
There was a palpable, collective sigh of relief. 
 

With a deft hand and the steely demeanor of experience, 
the custodial crew overpowered the intruders. Their 
stern, hardened looks made it clear they would take no 
prisoners.   
 

In just a matter of moments the entire multitude of ants 
(35,462 according to Simon’s count) had been destroyed 
and removed from the premises. The food that was to 
blame for this incident was summarily confiscated by 

the police. With the quick, coordinated effort by two Library 
staffers, two police officers and two custodians, a nasty prob-
lem had been taken care of and security was restored.  
 

The moral of this true story is that all citizens should be alert 
and vigilant, and call authorities when unusual, possibly harm-
ful, activity is spotted.  
 

Also, food cannot be left lying around in the Library, as food 
inevitably attracts ants. And remember, no food or drink is al-
lowed at the computers.  
 

Epilogue: Following this event, as far as we can tell, everyone 
lived happily ever after (except for the ants). 



� �������

�
 

�����������������������������������  

� � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � 	 � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � 
 
 � � �

 

the Archives Room. In addition, the Library home page has 
received an exciting new look with Aquabrowser (see our 
article in this newsletter). 
 

The above-mentioned are the “qualitative” changes at the 
LRC. An annual report wouldn’t be complete without the 
“quantitative” changes that fill out the picture of what has 
been happening at our facility. Hence, here are some statisti-
cal summaries of the Weber Center for Learning Resources 
during the 2005-06 school year. 
 
Gate count 
The number of people who walked in through the Library 
doors, as measured by the automated gate counter, fell 
slightly from the previous school year, from 145,279 to 
140,795, a decrease of 3.1 percent. Please remember that our 
Library served fewer students than the previous year due to 
an overall enrollment drop of over eight percent. Most de-
clines in Library use were less than enrollment declines. The 
140,795 count doesn’t mean 140,795 different people used 
the Library. Every time anyone enters the Library—even the 
same person who comes back several times a day—that per-
son is counted each time. 
 
Library holdings 
Our library collections consist of various materials such as 
books, periodicals, CD’s, and DVD’s. Here is a roundup of 
these different collections. 
 
Books: 
We added 1,209 print books to our collection, for a new total 
of 48,171, an increase of 2.6 percent. We are still not a par-
ticularly large library in terms of total collection. Our elec-
tronic book collection (available on www.NetLibrary.com) is 
up to 7,402, up 0.9 percent. Just as with our databases, our 
electronic book collection can be accessed from home. Our 
print periodical collection continues to shrink a little, from 
218 journals, magazines, and newspapers to 209, a decrease 
of four percent. Our online databases more than make up for 
the loss of hard copy periodicals, with access to incredible 

(Continued from page 1) Annual report numbers of articles from our Library home page. 
 

Audio/Visual: 
The a/v collection held by the Library and Media Center 
has gotten slightly smaller and continues to change, with 
videotapes being replaced by DVD’s. Our audio/visual 
collection now stands at 1,482, a decrease of 5.5 percent. 
 
Circulation and Usage 
The Learning Resource Center is far from being an inert 
warehouse of materials—it is a dynamic hub of activity, of 
people doing things, using the collections and services. 
That’s what these next set of figures show—how, quantita-
tively, patrons use our facilities and services, even from 
home. 
 

—Print books showed a small change downward from 
14,684 checkouts to 14,097. 

—Periodicals used in the Library also showed a    
decrease, 490 to 401. 

—The Library’s online databases showed a strong 
gain of usage this last year, from 45,967 to 76,640 
searches—up 66.8 percent. 

—Interlibrary loan—requests for books and articles 
from other libraries—grew by 26 percent, 1,000 
to 1,262. But the number of items borrowed fell 
28 percent, 137 to 99; and the number of items 
lent fell slightly, from 675 to 642. 

—Reference questions received by staff members 
dropped by a large amount, 29.7 percent, 6,924 to 
4,869. 

—The number of library instruction research classes 
fell from 152 to 135, 11.2 percent. 

—Study room usage declined 10.9 percent, 3,481 to 
3,102. 

—Tape/DVD usage in the Media Center saw a hefty 
54 percent increase, from 1,030 to 1,586. 

—Media Center equipment usage dropped a slight 5.6 
percent, from 4,390 to 4,143. 

 

The Learning Resource Center is moving along with an-
other great year on the horizon. We always welcome sug-
gestions on how we can serve you better. 

Could you use a laptop? Would you like to take a 
laptop to class, or plug into the Internet around 
campus for a while? 
 
If you have a valid Library card, you can check out 
a notebook computer, with wireless capability, 
from the ACC Library. Checkout time is limited to 
four hours. 

On the go? Check out a Library laptop 
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We do try and provide you with the most hours possible to 
use your Library. That means we are open on Saturdays      
(9 –2) and Sundays (1-5).  
 

Finally, we have moved the video collection from the Media 
Center to the Library’s circulation reserve area. This way, we 
have much better tracking of the DVD’s and videotapes.   
 

Due to this better tracking of materials, we plan to invest in 
DVDs that can help problem-solve for you. We have pur-
chased the highly advertised “Video Professor,” which pro-
vides guides in using all types of computer software. We’ll 
buy some self-help DVD’s on math and English. The DVD’s 
are not directly class related, but do augment other resources 
at the college. 
 

Finally, we are a college library and provide college services. 
That includes free interlibrary loans for most materials. 
Therefore, if you want a book or article, and we don’t have 
it, we’ll do our best to borrow it from another library for you. 

(Continued from page 1)  Welcome back to a new year 

 

Library catalog 
returns to lower floor 
 
You happen to be downstairs and need to 
look up a book on the Library catalog. No need to go back 
upstairs. Now there is a terminal on the Library’s lower level.  
 

Just type in the title, author or subject and voila! (Remember: 
the A through HN books are on the main—second—floor, 
while the HQ through Z books are downstairs. The law collec-
tion is also on the second floor.) 
 
The computer terminal does not have access to the Library 
databases or the Internet—just our online Library catalog. 
 
The lower level is a quiet place for work, and also has study 
rooms. To get to the lower level, take the Library’s elevator  
or stairway. 

just like the hits from a Google search. But that’s not all. 
You will be given related keywords suggesting similar 
search terms you might not have thought of. In case you 
want to get more specific in your topic, the suggestions in-
clude narrower search terms. AquaBrowser even gives you 
variant spellings to correct misspellings on your part. In 
addition to a listing of results from your search,        
AquaBrowser gives you a choice of available formats:   
audio, video, authors, series name and more. 
 
One of the coolest things about Aquabrowser is its striking 
visual presence after you start a search. On the left side of 
the screen a graphical “word cloud,” or  “constellation of 
words,” appears with different words suspended as if in 
space, waiting for your perusal. The words are color-coded 
to help you pick out the right ones for your search. 
 
You may wonder how the name “AquaBrowser” came 
about. Here’s how it is explained by the AquaBrowser   
developers: 
 
Imagine diving near a coral reef. The clarity of the water 
magnifies the reef, which is vibrant with bright colors and 
quick movements. You can view everything from any direc-
tion: the water is that translucent, the reef that colorful.  

Now imagine this coral reef, this multi-hued ecosystem, 
alive with knowledge, instead of fish. Start exploring the 
depths and the knowledge jumps to you! The information 
you harvest is multi-faceted, rich with associations that you 
can refine or pursue in more directions.  

Welcome to AquaBrowser Library. 

(Continued from page 1)  The new AquaBrowser catalog 
 

 

by Lisa Grabowski, Public Services Librarian 
 
Each year students, faculty, employees and community resi-
dents borrow library materials and never return them. Ac-
cording to Webster’s New World Dictionary, 3rd College 
Edition, to borrow means “to take or receive (something) 
with the understanding that one will return it or an equiva-
lent.” 

 

In the last four years, our Library pa-
trons have failed to return 172 items. 
Gone from the collection are books 
that are part of a series, videotapes, 
music CD’s, and study guides. These 
172 items total over $5,000. During 
the last academic year alone, the cost 
to replace lost material totaled just 
under $2,000. 
 

Why does it matter?  We are a rela-
tively small Library. Because of 
budget and space constraints, we 

rarely purchase multiple copies of a single book, CD, or 
DVD. Therefore, when our one and only copy is taken and 
not returned, everyone in the ACC community loses. Math 
books and GED study guides are two subject areas where 
items are frequently not returned. 
 

With our limited materials budget, this means that funds that 
could be spent on recently published books, valuable re-
search material, or educational DVD’s are instead used to 
replace material that someone “borrowed” but never re-
turned. And according to Webster’s definition, one can no 
longer use the term borrow when the “something” is never 
returned. 

Where are they now? 


