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Prepare to be amazed!

by Lisa Grabowski
Public Services Librarian

It has been described as visually stimulating,
exciting, and funto use. What isit? Itisthe
Library’s new catalog interface called
AquaBrowser!

AquaBrowser can be accessed by going to
the Library’ s homepage at
www.arapahoe.edu/lrc. Y ou will see on the
left side two places to enter your search term.
The “traditional search” will search our clas-
sic catalog that you have been using for
years. This search method is best if you know
the title, author, or subject of the material

you are seeking. Below the traditional search
query box isthe AquaBrowser search box.
This catalog search tool is best if you are un-
sure of your subject.

Let’'s say you want to write a paper on abuse
but need to narrow your topic down. Type
“abuse” into the box where it asks, “What are
you searching for?” Y ou will see an explosion
of words on the left side of the page where
you can search, discover, and refine your re-
sults.

The words in black are association words. In

this example you will see the association

words drug, child, wife, and substance,
(Continued on page 4)

Librarian Ann Priestman joins Library staff

A new faceisat the Library’s Reference Desk
answering questions and in the computer lab
teaching students how to do research—Ann
Priestman.

AnnisalLittleton resident with avaried li-
brary background. For eight years Ann had
been a subgtitute at Bemis Public Library and
Jefferson County Public Library. Ann has also
worked as alibrarian for the Environmental
Protection Agency and for Marathon Oil Com-
(Continued on page 4)
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Wireless Internet access a big hit at ACC

by Ed Sadowski,
Reference & Information
Literacy Librarian

The world is going wireless, and
ACC and the Library are keeping
up nicely with the Wireless Fi-
delity (WiFi) revolution.

The increasing numbers of lap-
top-toting students attest to the
transformation. Instantly plug-
ging into the Internet around the
campus without needing cords or
cablesis as easy as merely turn-
ing on your own computer.

(Continued on page 3)
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Ed’s wacky world of libraries and information science:
Deciphering the Library of Congress Classification System

by Ed Sadowski, Reference & Information Literacy Librarian

Like most college libraries, ACC uses the Library of Con-
gress Classification System (or just “LC” for short). Can you
imagine that in days of yore (and even before then), libraries
did not have a classification system?

Up to the 1800’ s books were located in a fixed position on
the shelf. If more books were added, their positions changed
onto a different part of the shelf. Let’s see, books about aard-
varks are now in the middle of the second shelf instead of on
the end of the first shelf. And every library would place their
books about aardvarks in different shelves and sections of
shelves (such as on the last shelf, because aardvark books are
not very popular).

Along came Melville Louis Kossuth Dewey. Enough of this
messy disorganization, he said. It was the 1870'sin America,
and it wastime for a better idea. From now on, aardvarks are
always going to be with all the other mammal books, right
before the birds, and after the section of books about plants,
arranged in numerical order in the 590's. Dewey divided up
knowledge into nine specific areas plus one area for miscel-
laneous stuff. Most public libraries and school libraries now
use this system.

In other words, each book has its own “call number” accord-
ing to its subject. Y ou might be wondering why these Dewey
numbers were called call numbers. Well, | think | know why.
Y ou’'ve got to realize that until John Cotton Dana and the

Denver Public Library changed it for all library usersin the
world, all books were behind the counter (“closed stacks”),
and only librarians could take the books off the shelves. I'm
not kidding: thisis shockingly true. So if you wanted a book
on aardvarks, you'd yell, or, more politely, call out, “Hey, |
want one of those 590 somethings on aardvarks.” Hence the
term call numbers.

Along came the late 1890’ s, and some guy by the name of
Herbert Putnam at the Library of Congress had a better idea
for hislibrary. Instead of numbers and ten areas of knowl-
edge, he used letters—for over twenty areas of knowledge.
After all, the enormous, constantly exploding quantity of
knowledge had doubled by then, so there had to be away to
classify all this new knowledge, right? Ten areas of knowl-
edge weren't enough for Herbert. (Perhaps Herbie and Mel
should have gotten together to work it out, but they didn't;
they had to have their own separate systems.)

Actually the whole LC classification system of A to Z took
years to complete. For part of it, | think they had the right
idea. Very logical and mnemonic. For instance, the “G”
books are about geography. Y eah, very easy to remember.
The“M” books are about music. The “T” books cover tech-
nology. So far so good.

Y ou figure you're on aroll, so you go to the “PC” area,

hoping to find computer books, and instead find it’' s full of

tomes about the romance languages. Y ou go to the “JC”
(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued frompage2) The L C Classification System

area, hoping to find books about Christianity, and instead, the
subject is about political theory. But Bibles are found in the
“BS’ area. Blame Herbert, not me. (BS actually stands for
biblical scholars.) However, if you take alook at the “HF”
section, you find alot of career and job hunting guides. HF
makes perfect sense to me: it stands for happy future.

What about the area of education, whichis“L”? Well, L isfor
learning. Y ep, that'll work. What about medicine, whose LC
classification is“R"? Well, the pharmacist symbol for medi-
cineis Rx. Sure, that'll work. Agricultureinthe LC systemis
“S.” Sfor sow, asin sowing seeds. History is“D.” Okay—D-
Day or the Declaration of Independence.

After this, you get bogged down with the rest of the call num-
bers (or call letters). It gets alittle tougher for the rest of the
categories, and requires more of an imagination, mnemoni-
cally speaking: “K” for the law section. H'mm, let's see. K is
shorthand for thousand. It takes thousands of dollars for a

good legal defense. The subheading “KFC” isfor Colorado
law books. Well, if you don’'t have a good attorney, you'll
get fried.

Okay, perhaps we're stretching things a bit. But | think, to
some extent, we' ve deciphered the LC system, at least when
it comes to the main headings. Y es, there are many L C sub-
ject headings that still haven’t been deciphered, such as“ Q"
for science or “U” for Military Science. (Perhaps U for
United States Army or Marines?) I'm still scratching my
head on those.

Instead of counting sheep some night, pick up alisting of the
Library of Congress Classification System (we have a pam-
phlet at the Reference Desk). Look it over, and if you come
up with some wacky mnemonic additions, let me know.

Funny, the LC system doesn’'t have a GAL section, asin,
“get alife” or TMT section, asin “too much time on your
hands.” | thought I’d say it before someone else did.

(Continued frompage 1) Wirelessat ACC

Access points (also known as “ hot spots”) for the public be-
came available around the ACC campusin 2002. The Li-
brary has one access point in its computer lab. A hot spot isa
transmitter that reaches a properly-equipped computer via
radio waves.

Most of the Library is covered wirelessly. The access points
at ACC have atheoretical range of 300 feet, according to
Buz Newman, network manager. Internet connectionsin the
Library are a'so made by nearby access points by the entry-
way to the Main Building and at the Cafeteria. Coverage
crosses floor boundaries, but can be impeded by concrete
pillars.

How to Get Started

Aslong as your computer has built-in WiFi or has a WiFi
card installed, you are set to go. No special passwords, user
names or settings are required.

If you should get aweak signal, just move your computer to
another location to improve reception. The closer to an ac-
cess point your computer is, the stronger the signal strength
will be. If your signal strength is good but you can't connect
to the Internet, lower your security settingsin Internet Ex-
plorer (Open Explorer Tools > Internet Options > Security).

Wireless Internet access will work with any WiFi-compliant
device, including laptops, tablet PC's and handheld PDA’s
(Personal Digital Assistants).

Wireless Security

What about security? Wireless connections are more vulner-
able to hacker attacks. Y ou are on your own—users are re-
sponsible for full security on their computers for protection
against Internet threats.

Each user’s computer should have its own up-to-date firewall
and anti-virus and anti-spyware software as well as current
operating system updates. Another suggestion is to disable
file/print sharing to guard against intrusion and data theft.
Also, turn off transmitters when you're not using WiFi,
which will also conserve battery power.

The Library staff cannot provide technical assistance regard-
ing wireless configurations or connections. If you do encoun-
ter problems, call the Technology Support staff at
303.797.3199.

Did you know...

The Library has awireless laptop available for checkout for
in-Library use or outside of the Library for four hours with a
valid library card (either an ACC student ID or public library
card).

A reminder also to not leave your laptop unattended. Laptop
theft (not to mention swiping of backpacks and other items)
has occurred in the Library and will undoubtedly happen
again if you give the wrong person the opportunity.
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(Continued frompage 1) Prepar e to be Amazed

among others. Click on substance and AquaBrowser will
burst with a new group of words. Listed on theright side
are materials that we have in our collection with subject
headings to match your search term .Y ou can also refine
your list by author, format or subject.

Remember, you can access our web site 24/7. Can't
dleep? Y ou can visit our web site and search for books
and articles at 2 am. Find a book you like and place a
hold online. Simply type in your student number and PIN.
(The PIN isafour-digit number that you have previously
established with us.) If the book is available, it will be
held at the Circulation Desk for you for one week.

Y ou can also access your patron record by clicking the
patron review button at the top of the screen. Here you
can change your PIN number, update your e-mail address,
review what you currently have checked out and renew
materials.

We are very excited to offer the ACC community with
this new method of searching and a more convenient way
for you to place holds and renew Library materials.
Swim oninto the ACC Library where the water is clear
and the view is fantastic.

YOUARE INVITED TO AN

(Continued frompage 1) New Librarian Ann Priestman AQUA BROWSER PARTY

pany. In addition to general reference, Ann has lots of ex- IN THE LIBRARY!!

perience in the areas of business and science information.

She also successfully operated a technical consulting ser-

vice for earth science professionals. “ Reference work is NOVEMBER 14

what | really enjoy,” Ann says. 10 am. —4 p.m.

Ann moved around alot asa child, but did most of her

growing up in Connecticut. “1 came out to Colorado for Food

college, fell in love with the mountains and never left.” She .

earned a bachelor’sin art from Colorado Women's College Door Prizes

aDnd amaster’sin library science from the University of AquaB rowser Demonstrations
enver.

(Come see what all the buzz is about!)

Annlovesto play golf, ski, hike, travel, collect art, cook
and make pottery, especially raku. She’s an avid reader,
having just finished Marley and Me, and is now reading
Don't Let’s Go to the Dogs Tonight. She especially likes
biographies, historical fiction and non-fiction. Ann also
spends a lot of vacation time traveling all over the world.

She and her husband Rod own the Arapahoe Coins and
Stamps shop on Littleton Blvd. in Littleton.

Stop by the Reference Desk and say “hi” to a most interest-
ing person!




